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CELEBRATING THE POWER OF DESIGN
• Gain National Recognition
• Elevate the Quality of Design Ideas & Solutions
• Demonstrate the Strength and Scope of Architecture
• Celebrate the Value of Exceptional Design



Stantec | The University of Texas at Dallas Sciences Building | Jason Keen Photography

Through more than three decades of dedication to the best 
of educational building science, Learning By Design Magazine 
celebrates the inherent interdependence of learning and design as 
the fundamental basis for our experiences in life.

Enter Learning By Design magazine’s FALL 2025 
ARCHITECTURE and INTERIOR DESIGN AWARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE program, delivering to school and university facility 
design leaders a comprehensive compendium featuring state-of-
the-art educational facility architecture, campus planning, and 
interior design. 

Learning By Design is not a trade publication, but rather a sought-
after pure design-focused and knowledge-based trusted resource 
that education executives value as their armchair guide to school 
and college architecture and design.

Awarded projects featured in the Learning By Design Fall 2025 
edition will be celebrated for being innovative, and unique, and 
improving the quality of life for their community. Allow Learning 
By Design to honor and promote your work while setting new 
aspirational standards!

Good design can have a profoundly positive 
effect on the built environment and improve  
learning, teaching, and life. 

Excellence

Community College of Philadelphia - 
Career and Advanced Technology Center
Philadelphia, PA
SCHRADERGROUP
Photo: Halkin Mason Photography
Project Page: 158
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THE PREMIER SOURCE FOR EDUCATION DESIGN INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE

Excellence
Awards of

www.learningbydesignmagazine.com

“Learning By Design’s
targeted audience is school
administrators/decision-makers
and designers...
so, it's a way to improve
industry practice as well
as get in front of potential
clients.”

—Emily Chmielewski, EDAC
Senior Associate

Director of Design Research
PERKINS EASTMAN
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C A R E E R  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  P R O G R A M  ( C T E P )  | 

R E N O V A T I O N / A D D I T I O N  |  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R  Live Oaks Career CampusMilford, OH

MSA Design
316 W 4th St. 
Cincinnati, OH 45202msaarch.com
Chris Patek, AIA LEED AP, Principal513/241-5666

DESIGN TEAM
Mike Schuster, Design and Planning PrincipalDwayne Boso, AIA, Principal-in-ChargeLaila Ammar, AIA, NCARB, Project ManagerSarah Eingle, IIDA NCIDQ, Interior DesignerChelsea Sanders, AIGA SEGC, Graphic Designer OWNER/CLIENT

Great Oaks Career CampusesCincinnati, OH
Harry Snyder, CEO
KEY STATS
Population Served: High SchoolCapacity of Students/Occupants: 800Size of Site: 118 acresGross Area of Bldg./Space: 188,900 gsfSpace per Student: 236 sq. ft.Project Cost: $32,700,000Occupation Date: 3/13/2024

PHOTOGRAPHY: TYLER GENTRY @ MSA DESIGN

As an innovative career training program, Great Oaks set out to create spaces that reinforced their priorities: Respecting the Student; Activating the Learning Environment; and Creating a Sense of Place. Live Oaks is one of their Career Tech facilities for High School students, originally built in 1971. The existing facility was unwelcoming with a receding, dark entry that posed security risk with no barrier into the school and broken site lines for student supervision. This project set out to create a strong identity with a new entry and façade refresh as well as an extensive interior renovation to rethink the circulation, safety, and add more space for classrooms and collaboration.The new entry stands tall of the low, hunkering mass of the existing lab wings. The entrance is now clarified and creates a welcoming and bright environment while maintaining important site lines. The lobby leads you into the central student Commons and paths where you’ll find the career programs organized into mini “academies.” The second floor is where all the core curriculum is grouped.
It was important to create a professional environment where the students felt respected and their passion for a chosen career path could unfold with discovery and wonder.
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›› To learn more, see page 128.

GRAND PRIZE – UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT

COMBINED-LEVEL SCHOOL

OLYMPIC VIEW K–8

Federal Way, WA

McGranahanPBK

Photos: @ARTHURROSSPHOTO

Jury Comment: 

“Building is very playful, approachable and welcoming 

with colored lights and panels. The choice of materials 

is strong with simple horizontal cladding with fun 

pops of color. The design approach was research 

informed! The family welcome center responds well 

to the community’s needs. The architecture is striking, 

complemented by fantastic landscaping.”

Grand Prize Award
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The outdoor learning courtyard includes opportunities to learn about food, water, habitat, and ecology. It supports independent, small group and large group 

activities and provides views from the facing classrooms while sustaining a sense of discovery for all students as the landscape changes throughout the year.

The Family Connection Center is located with visibility from the entry. It is strate-

gically adjacent to counselors; the front office and the staff break room for creat-

ing spontaneous social encounters. Nature is brought inside with natural finishes, 

abundant daylight, and an olive tree at the center of the Pavilion.
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›› To learn more, see page 158.

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE – OVER 100,000 SQ. FT

HIGH SCHOOL

ATTLEBORO HIGH SCHOOL

Attleboro, MA

Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc.

Photo: Ed Wonsek Artworks Inc

Jury Comment: 

“The CTE spaces look practical and allow for hands-

on teaching. The biophilic design is very visible, 

especially at the cafeteria area. The school has a wide 

variety of learning spaces for all kinds of students to 

find their place.”

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE – UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION FACILITIES 

PROGRAM (CTEP) 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF 

PHILADELPHIA - CAREER AND 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY CENTER

Philadelphia, PA

SCHRADERGROUP

Photo: Halkin Mason Photography

Jury Comment: 

“The design effectively creates a welcoming and 

vibrant space for sophisticated CTE programming 

without it feeling intimidating or over-full. Very 

impressive. I really love the aesthetic and how it fits 

within the context. The project also achieved LEED 

gold!”

›› To learn more, see page 104.
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Eligible Settings: Projects of any size may be entered, whether built new construction, rehabilitation, 
or unbuilt. Including private or public PreK, elementary, middle schools, combined-level schools, high 
schools, Career technical education facilities, 2-4 yr. colleges and universities, libraries, community 
centers,  outdoor environments.

For built projects, construction must have been completed within four years before the final submission 
deadline (November 2025). For the unbuilt, projects must have an active client, completion is scheduled 
within 2 years after the final submission deadline, portions of the project are under implementation, 
however the entire project need not be completed. To qualify as a Renovation, at least 25% of total 
space must be renovation.

Example Categories: Auditoriums/Music Rooms, Athletic Facility, Art And Design Schools, Cafeteria/
Dining Hall, Career Technical Education Centers, Classrooms, Commons, Community Center, 
Combined-Level School, Dorm/Residence Hall, Early Childhood Center, Clinic, Elementary School, 
Entire Building, E-Sports Facilities, Exhibition Space, High School, Historic Preservation, Library/Media 
Center, Maker Space, Modular Building, Muti-Use Building, Outdoor Spaces/Playgrounds/Classrooms, 
Performing Arts Centers, Postsecondary School, Science Center, School Prototype, Single Spaces, 
Special Needs/Sensory Spaces, Sport/Fitness Facilities, STEM/STEAM, Student Union, Other.

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Enter Your Work for Consideration for a Design Award 
Open to: Architecture, Planning and Interior Design Firms, Education Institutions, Construction 
Companies, Landscape Architects, Manufacturers, and Facility Design Consultants

  Awards Types

•  Grand Prize and Citation of 
Merit Award Entire Environment              
>100,000 sq. ft.

•  Grand Prize and Citation of 
Merit Award Entire Environment              
<100,000 sq. ft

•  Climate Action Honor Award

•  Unbuilt Project Honor Award

•  Adaptive Reuse Award

•  Renovation, Historic Preservation 
Honor Award

•  Single Space <2000 sq. ft. Honor 
Award

•  Outstanding Project Award

   San Bernadino High School Cardinal Child Development Center, San Bernadino City Unified School District, San Bernadino, CA | LPA Design Studios | Photo: LPA Design Studios                                                          



Early Bird Discount Entry Deadline: 
March 14, 2025
Final Project Entry Deadline:
May 23, 2025
Submission E-Upload Date:
July 11, 2025

Awards Judging
The Learning By Design awards are a peer 
juried program. A pool of 4–6 architects,
designers, and education professionals are 
drawn by recommendation of the Association for 
Learning Environments (A4LE), the Association 
for University Interior Designers (AUID), and by 
Learning By Design.

Judging Criteria 
All projects will be judged and scored based on the 
level the submission meets the following criteria.

• Design Challenges, Innovation and Solutions
• Functional Design/Effective Space Planning
• Sustainability and Social Impact
• Next Generation Learning
• Interior Architecture/Design
• Community Needs
• Judging Components

From the highest scoring projects the jury will 
bestow Grand Prize, Citation of Excellence, and 
Honor Awards drawn from the seven Award Types. 
All other projects deemed worthy of emulation 
and of contemporary standard will receive 
an Outstanding Project Award. Personalized 
commemorative certificates will be given to all 
award recipients.   

Blanche A. Ames Elementary School, Easton, MA | Perkins Eastman | Photo: Andrew Rugge, Copyright Perkins Eastman                                                          

"I’m honored to be asked to 
participate as a juror for the 
awards. I’ve enjoyed seeing the 
past winners in your magazine 
and tracking the best practices 
across the country."

—Carey Upton
 Chief Operations Officer

Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a



 

Unbeatable Exposure for Your Firm, Client 
and School!
All featured projects receive maximum national exposure before 
46,000+ education decision makers, PLUS FREE marketing 
enhancements:

• All projects are posted on Learningbydesignmagazine.com

• Every project receives for the school a custom award 
certificate that is double matt mounted and encased in a 
14"x18" solid wood frame.

• A second award certificate is provided for the firm’s office. 

• All projects may provide a free video for gallery viewing at 
Learningbydesignmagazine.com, plus links to the firm’s 
social media sites. 

• Five (5) extra copies of Learning By Design.

• Top Award Winners 6-month LBD Website Scrolling Banner

• All Projects Featured in the Learning By Design Online 
Project Gallery 24/7/365 days of the year.

• Copies distributed to attendees of the 2025 A4LE 
LearningScapes Conference (Phoenix, AZ), The AUID 
Conference, and EDspaces (Columbus, OH)

ENTER BY 
MARCH 14TH 
AND SAVE 

$300

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Readers Share Each 
Issue With An Average 
of 3 Additional 
Decision-Makers. 
Giving Your  Project 
Extra Visibility and 
Reach!

Circulation By Title
Public PK-12 School District 
(with 1,000+ enrollment) 
Superintendents; Public School 
Board Presidents; CEO’s; 
Facilities, Construction, Building 
and Grounds Directors (25,724)

Education Studio AEC 
(Architectural/Engineering/
Construction) and Interior 
Design Firms  Architects, 
Interior Designers, Planners 
(14,086)

College/University/
Community College
Campus Architects, Planners, 
Interior Designers, Facilities 
Managers, Deans, Directors, 
Presidents, Chancellors, 
Business Officers (6,583) 

Other – Consultants, Dealers, 
and FF&E professionals (2.904)

Private/Charter School/   
Voc-ED School 
Superintendents/Heads of 
Schools (782)

The circulation of 
Learning By Design is 
specifically focused 
to develop business 
for architecture and 
design firms.

Learning By Design Reaches Your Market

51%

28%

13%

6%

2%



How to Enter
1. Go online to: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a and create 

an account. If you are a previous Learning By Design participant, 
use your existing login details.

2. Once logged in, complete an Entry Form for your first project. If 
you are entering multiple projects, continue to add project registra-
tions until all projects have been saved.

3. Finalize your Entry by making a credit card payment in the 
“Shopping Cart” or you may request an invoice.

4. Once your project(s) entry is finalized you will receive a confirma-
tion of your order by email plus detailed next-step instructions for 
accessing and completing your project(s) Submission Form.

5. All Project(s) Submission Form(s) are due: July 11, 2025.

6. Project awards notification will occur in early August, 2025, fol-
lowed by receipt of a designed project publication proof page(s) for 
your approval. The Fall 2025 edition of Learning By Design will mail 
in October 2025.

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Submission Form Requirements
For the jury:

• Set of project sq. ft. size, cost, 
site, and demographic data 
points, plus a list of five design 
team members/partners and key 
firm/project contacts.

• A combination of 5 site/floor plans 
with explanatory captions.

  
• 16 photographs or renderings for unbuilt projects with              

explanatory captions. 
 
• One brief firm agnostic project overview detailing specific aspects 

of the scope-of-work, how the project related to the six core 
Learning By Design Judging Criteria, what were the clients’ goals 
and were they met, the design challenges faced and overcome, 
and was the outcome achieved.

In addition, for publication:

One general public project overview plus a set number of high-      
resolution photos corresponding in word count and image quantity   
to the project’s entry fee publication page layout size. 

ENTER BY 
MARCH 14TH 
AND SAVE 

$300

Review Process
All projects will be submitted anonymously; project jury files or text  
containing firm name or contact information will not be seen by the jury.



Project Page Layout 
When you reserve your project entry you will 
choose the number of pages you ultimately 
want devoted to your project when published in 
Learning By Design. 

More pages allow for more descriptive text, 
plus more space to publish additional or 
larger photographs which equates to greater 
exposure and storytelling.

1 Page: 3 photos/200 words • 2 Pages: 4-6 photos/400 words • 3 Pages: 5-7 photos/600 words

Publication Entry Fees
All entries must be prepaid. Entry fees help 
cover judging expenses, production, and print 
and digital distribution. Per page discounts 
apply to multiple pages for one project, or 
when entering multiple projects. Submit 
reservations before the Early Bird March 14, 
2025 deadline and receive the lowest rates. 

The Learning By Design Awards projects are not just beautiful, but showcase the latest concepts in   
forward-thinking education design and practice and tell how teams collaborated to achieve excellence.

Each issue of Learning By Design reaches the members of The Association For Learning Environments 
(A4LE); The American Institute of Architects Committee on Architecture for Education (AIA-CAE); The 
Association for University Interior Designers (AUID); and district capital expenditure professionals as 
tracked by School Bond Finder. 

Questions? Contact Mark Goodman: mark@learningbydesignmagazine.com | P: 216.896.9333

Enter today at https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Total Number of Pages
Early Bird Rate 

Deadline: 
March 14, 2025

Regular Rate
Deadline: 

May 23, 2025

1 Page $2,050 $2,350

2 Pages $1,975/page ($3,950 total) $2,190/page ($4,380 total)

3 Pages $1,920/page ($5,760 total) $2,150/page ($6,450 total)

L E A R N I N G  B Y  D E S I G N  S P R I N G  2 0 2 4 |  WWW.LEARNINGBYDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM •  59
›› To learn more, see page 90.

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE - OVER 100,000 SQ. FT.

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE THE PARR CENTER

Charlotte, NC

Moody Nolan (Design Architect)              

Morris Berg Architects (Architect of Record)

Photo: ©Mark Herboth

Jury Comment: 

”The educational program appears to be well 

supported by the design in providing a wide variety of 

learning spaces in terms of placement, size, exposure, 

and furniture, from large social spaces to small private 

rooms for small group or individual study.”

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE - OVER 100,00 SQ. FT.

HIGH SCHOOL

HANDSWORTH SECONDARY 

SCHOOL
North Vancouver, BC

KMBR Architects Planners Inc.

Photo: ©EDWHITE Photographics

Jury Comment: 

“That the design supports a range of learning styles 

is evident in the various scenarios presented. From 

the students along the edge of the library learning 

commons, or in the corridor areas, or tuck off in 

a quiet corner by the window, it is clear that the 

design provided options for how and where to 

learn.”

›› To learn more, see page 112.
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›› To learn more, see page 77.

Grand Prize Award

GRAND PRIZE - UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOL/ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SALISH COAST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Port Townsend, WA

Integrus

Photos: Lara Swimmer Photography

Jury Comments: 

“Starting from the district's philosophy of No Child Left Inside, this project 

took that idea and ran with it. With the entry through the gardens and 

bioswales and the inner courtyard that runs the length of the building a 

connection to the outdoors was clearly established. The invitation to be outside 

is furthered by the roof canopies and shelters found in the courtyard.” 

“The flexibility and transparency between the classrooms provide the students 

and teachers multiple ways to use the space.”
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The school’s approach begins at its prominently placed production garden, supporting the district’s farm-to-table lunch program, and adjacent student 

garden, supporting its place-based learning program.

An abundance of available bicycle racks supports the 

school and town’s commitment to creating a walkable, 

bikeable community.
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Henry J Winters Elementary School
Pawtucket, RI

providing a protected play area for children 
that is highly visible and directly accessible 
from the cafeteria, gym, and Pre-K 
classrooms. The facility hosts a parent room 
equipped with assistance programs, food 
pantries, and clothing closets, which allow 
students to discreetly access the services 
they need to flourish.

This design offers spaces that empower 
users to select environments that match 
their unique learning requirements. The 
ground floor houses Pre-K and kindergarten 
classrooms with direct access to a first-floor 
STEAM room where they are exposed to 
art, music, media, a library, and technology. 
The upper levels, 1–5 grade classrooms, 
have access to linear “Learning Commons” 
equipped with writable walls, printing 
stations, and mobile technology, allowing 
teachers to expand learning zones. The 
Media Center, Art, STEAM, and Music 
rooms, along with teacher/staff professional 
development spaces, are distributed on the 
upper levels.

The interior architecture mirrors the 
community through experiential graphics 
that celebrate the diversity of students and 
the history of Pawtucket as the birthplace 
of the industrial revolution. Exposed 
ceilings reveal the building’s structural and 
mechanical systems, utilizing the school 
as a teaching tool. The school has been 
embraced by the community for its support 
of students and families, reflection of the 
diverse neighborhood, and empowerment of 
education to transform lives.

The S/L/A/M Collaborative, Inc.
80 Glastonbury Blvd. 
Glastonbury, CT 06033
SLAMColl.com
Mark Rhoades, AIA, Principal/Design Architect
860/368-4258

DESIGN TEAM
Catherine J Ellithorpe, Principal-in-Charge 
Mark Rhoades, Design Principal
Amanda Hastings Shea, Interior Designer
Kristen Furtak, Programming & Planning

OWNER/CLIENT
Henry J Winters Elementary School
Pawtucket, RI
Maria SanMartino-Clinton, Principal

KEY STATS
Grades Served: PreK–5
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 643
Size of Site: 2.6 acres
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 94,000 gsf
Space per Student: 146 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $6,438
Square Foot Cost: $440
Project Cost: $41,400,000
Occupation Date: 9/1/2022
Sustainability Rating Status: NE-CHPS

PHOTOGRAPHY: 2023 ANDY RYAN PHOTOGRAPHER LLC

In 2020, the town of Pawtucket, RI, 
embarked on a mission to replace a single-
story school with a progressive STEAM school 
to support students from diverse demographic 
and socioeconomic backgrounds. Designing 
during the height of the pandemic necessitated 
that the team and community devise inclusive 
ways to collaborate virtually. Despite the 
challenges posed by COVID, the final design 
incorporates innovative and progressive spaces 
that support new teaching methodologies and 

strengthens the connection between the 
neighborhood and the school, establishing it 
as a community hub.

The previous school was an island in 
the middle of the site, fenced-in to protect 
the students and keep the community out. 
Positioned on the street at the junction of 
two main roads, the new facility, with its 
luminous glass entrance, welcomes the 
public, helping to define the urban edge. 
The building shape creates a courtyard, 
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Bard High School Early College
Washington, DC

Bard High School Early College sets a new 
sustainable, high-performance standard for 
the modernization of existing buildings. The 
Perkins Eastman DC design team transformed 
the decommissioned Malcolm X Elementary 
School, a 108,200 sf, open-plan structure, 
over two phases that required renovating 
the existing facility and constructing a new 
addition. As the first early college program in 
DC east of the Anacostia River, Bard DC builds 
upon an impressive record of achievement, 
with an overall graduation rate of 98.4 percent 
and an associate degree attainment rate of 
82.4 percent. Our goal was to foster this by 
creating a cutting-edge facility that promotes 
the intellectual challenges of a college 
education, facilitates academic excellence, and 

creates a 21st-century school fostering the 
next generation of environmental stewards. 

Bard sets new standards for sustainable 
urban school design, exemplifying how Net 
Zero Energy can be achieved with existing 
facilities and proving that you can design 
an extremely high-performing building with 
small but impactful strategies. By keeping the 
structure of the existing building and creating 
a new envelope, the project was able to save 
a significant amount of money and resources 
while enhancing the thermal performance 
of the building. The new façade includes 
additional windows that allow daylight to 
illuminate the core learning rooms, resulting 
in higher quality spaces for students and 
teachers to thrive.
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Perkins Eastman DC
1 Thomas Circle NW, #300
Washington, DC 20005
perkinseastman-dc.com
Mary R. Rankin, AIA, LEED AP, Principal & Managing 

Director
202/495-7430

DESIGN TEAM
Sean O’Donnell, FAIA, LEED AP, Planning Principal
Omar Calderon Santiago, AIA, LEED AP, Design Principal
Mary R. Rankin, AIA, LEED AP, Principal-in-Charge
Kristina Vidal, AIA, LEED BD+C, Project Architect
MCN Build, General Contractor

OWNER/CLIENT
District of Columbia Department of General Services
Washington, DC
Keith A. Anderson, Director

District of Columbia Public Schools
Washington, DC
Ely S. Ross, Chief Operating Officer

KEY STATS
Grades Served: 9–12
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 500
Size of Site: 4.6 acres
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 108,200 gsf
Space per Student: 216 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $127
Square Foot Cost: $588
Project Cost: $63,700,000
Occupation Date: 1/2/2023

PHOTOGRAPHY: @JOSEPH ROMEO PHOTOGRAPHY/COURTESY        
PERKINS EASTMAN DC
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Designquest Media LLC.
30559 Pinetree Rd., Ste. 210
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DESIGN AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Early Bird Discount Project Entry
Deadline: March 14, 2025

Final Project Entry
Deadline: May 23, 2025

Submission E-Upload
Deadline: July 11, 2025

PUBLISHED: OCTOBER 2025
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